BRETHREN EVANGELI8T. 


duce a single passage of holy scripture 
that would exteud llie privilege and berie- 
fits OÍ the Eucharist to a single individual 
mtside of the legitimate membership of 
C/trist' i church or, the fait hj ui members 
of that body. 

In all my contruversy on this subject I 
ha ve heard bnt one scriptural passage 
quoted to sustain open -communion, to 
wit : "Let a man examine himself and so 
let him eat of that brea d and drink of 
that cup." I Cor. 1 1 : 8. 

Let me herc call the attention of the 
reader to the undeniable fact that this 
was spokcn, or written to, and of, the 
lawful members of the church ; men and 
women who had complied with the literal 
interprètattons of Christ's law of initia- 
tion, and its antecedent object lessons. 
It is claimed from this passage that we 
have no right to exclude any one from 
the Lord's table. If this claiui be truc, 
how are wc to understand Paul's instruc- 
tion conccrning members who walk dis- 
orderly, such as fornicators, covetors, 
idolaters, railers, drunkards, cxtortioners, 
with whom he commantls us not to keep 
company nor to eat with theni. I Cor. 
5:11, and II Thess. 3 : 6. 

Here thefree and open coimnunists will 
fïnd two homs of a düerama ; if they say 
Paul re fers to com mon or priva te meals, 
I answer, if such charactcrs are tmíit to 
eat with at private tables, shall we partake 
with them at that table vvhich the Lord 
has sanclified for the worship of God ? If 
i't is claimed that Paul re fers to the Lord's 
Supper, then this point is disposed of 
without further argument on my part. 
Let the advocates of the unrestricted 
freedom of the communion table read the 
divine messages to the seven churches of 
Àsia, and find com fort if they can. See 
Rev. 1:2. An other point vvorthy of at- 
tention is the fact, that refractory rnein- 
bers may defy discipline by joining in 
with sorae other denominalion and then 
return to partake with us of the sacred em- 
blema of Christ's broken body and shed 
blood and thus "feasling them selves wiih- 
out fear" become spots and blemishes in 
onr "feasts of charity." 

What advantage, what profit can aecrtic 
to the church by the introduttion of such 
a practice ? Ifany one imagines that any 
good may come by it, I answer in the lan- 
guage of Paul, "Shall we doevil that good 
may come ?" God forbid. I may add 
he re without fear of successiu I contradic- 
tion, that all who insist on a specific forin 
and mode of baptism as an initialory or- 
dlnance are inconsistant in advocating 
what is popularly known as open com- 
munton, becausc it gives the lie to thcir 
claims of faïth in the essentiality of a 
specific form and mode. 


ODB TRAOT WOEK. 
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Just why the committee placed my 
naine in connection with this tojiic I have 
not been abte to conjecture. But when 
we remember that committees are sorae- 
tinies composed of fal•lible men it may 
create wilhin our hearts a stifficient de- 
gree of sympathy for this emergeney, 

It is nevertheless true that this subject 
is one of great importance to the church 
and should receive special altention by 
this conference. But that sorae one 
inight have been named for its ventilation, 
who had a wider experience in this fiel•l 
of vvork, I have no doubt. Webster de- 
fines the word tract as "a treatise. A 
written discourse or dissertation, especi- 
aliy a short treatise on practical religion." 
From the foregoing definí tions I think we 
would be eininently justified in laying 
great stress on the necessity of prinling 
and distributing tracts for the New Tes- 
tament scripturcs which are our all-suffi- 
cient rule of faith and practice — being 
largely composed of epistles written by 
the apostles for sonie special purpose, 
and thus according to Webster might con- 
sistently be called tracts in theinselvcs. 
At least the great commission, *'Go ye 
therefore into all the worltl an<l preach 
the Gospel to every crealure," is stül in- 
cumbent upon all the followcrs of the 
meek and lowly Nazarene. 

The printing and distributing of tracts 
have proven a very successiu! way in which 
tò aid the púlpit in disseminating the 
"glad tidings of salvation." That the 
púlpit and the press are two great factors 
in moulding públic sentiment is generally 
conceded. 'That what people read and 
hear actua tes and governs their li ves is a 
problem that needs no further detnonstra- 
tion. That the press is a morè potent 
factor than the púlpit must be apparent 
lo all, when it is remembered thai the 
press has six dava in every week to ac- 
complish its work, and the pulpit but one 
— and that the press reaches many thou- 
sands that the pulpit does not. 

Who would, for a moment think that 
any one of the great political parties 
could for any lenglh of time exist without 
the press to uphold its principies, and 
counteract the attacks of her assailants. 
I do not mean to say that the press has 
been the prinie factor in every reforma- 
tion. I ara rather inclined to think that 
upon the pulpit must rest this honor. 
But I do mean to say that the pulpit and 
the preas are twin sisters, and should go 
hand in hand. And when this is truc ev- 
ery barrier in the way of reformation can 
be successfully removed and every ob- 
stacle overcome. 


Before the reformation of the sixteenth 
century it became necessary not only for 
Lulher lo cry in thunder tones against the 
innovation and corruptions of the Latin 
church, but to publish ninely -five theses 
contlemning the sale of indulgences as 
contrary to reason an<l scripture. And 
no one thing hastened on the reformation 
mure than did the printing press. When 
the pulpit and the press took up the cause 
of the sia ves in the south, serf doni was 
soon abolished ami freedom declared. 
Neal Dow, the aposlle of prohibiüon de- 
clared that before Maine became willíng 
to suppress the manufacture ami sale of 
intoxicaling liquors i l became necesssary 
to sow her knee-deep with teinperance Ht- 
erature. 

It ís, hovvever, a sad thought to think 
that so many of our American printing 
presses have gone exclusively to nioney 
niaking at the expense of the morals of 
the people and the good of the nation.' 
But it is also a consoling thought to think 
thai a printing press may be dedicated 
and consecrated to the ser vi ce of Christ 
Ets well as the pulpit. And when this is 
true the press becomes a mighly instru- 
ment in the hanclsof the I.ordforlhe pro- 
tnolion of his cause. A press that will 
ser ve us in such a capaç i ty we al read y 
have — auiply suffieient to supply our pres- 
ent wants — but we need nio re literature 
CSftciaUy setting forth the ilistinetíve doc- 
trines of the Brethren church. Our 
church assumes a peculiarity unlike that 
uf any other in the world— ha vi ng no 
creed but the New Testament, and yet 
.believing and teacbïng thai the four Gos- 
pels as well as the Arts, and the Epislles 
are doctrinal in their character, and 
whatsoever is taught iherein should be 
practiced. 

In onler that these facts may be 
brought intellígently before the world it 
is essentially necessary that tracts be 
printed and distributetl on a large seale. 
Tracis written by the best talent in the 
most efficient manner. Tracis that will 
preach the Gospel of Christ in Us purity, 
not only every day in the week, but every 
hour in the day. Tracts trat will preach 
the Gospel in the home, no matler how 
hmiible it may be. Tracts ihat will ap- 
peal to man's better na tu re when preju- 
dice is laiil aside and the heart open for 
the reception of the truth. Tracts that 
will leach ihe way of life where our .faith 
is not known and our doctrine not prac- 
ticed. Tracts that will Leach people how 
tu Üve and give them consolation in the 
hour of death. Such tracts we no doubt 
have, but only too few. We need to 
imilli|jiy them by the thousands and scat- 
ter them broadeast. But all this means 
great expense and the question arises, 


